FRIDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER

Giles Brook School

&,  NEWSLETTER

Welcome to foundation parents
There’s lots to share in this week’s newsletter, so why not make yourself a cuppa and enjoy a read?
A very warm welcome to all our new Reception and Nursery parents. We are excited to begin this
journey with you and to support your child as they start their Early Years at Giles Brook. Over the
coming weeks and months, our dedicated Early Years Team will be sharing all the wonderful
opportunities and experiences your children will enjoy.
It has been such a joy to see how quickly the children have settled into their new routines - it’s hard
to believe they have only been in school for a couple of days! I'm very much looking forward to

getting to know each child and learning all their names!

Take Part in our European Day of
Languages!!

On Friday 26th September, we will be
celebrating languages from all over the
world as part of the European Day of
Languages. As part of our activities, we
would love to invite members of our
community to read stories to the
younger children in a language other
than English. If this is something you
think you would like to be involved in,
please contact the office by Thursday
18th September and Sian McCullough
(Year 1 teacher) will contact you with
further information.

If you are not able to come into school
that day but have any children's books
in another language that your child
would like to share with their class,
please do send them in with these on
Friday 26th September.

ofiloNguages
O L

—
1 e o)
Rl e

K] #coeEDL |

www.coe.int/edl

GBS Pupil Leaders
Your child’s ‘voice’ is important to us!
We are inviting children to apply for
Leader roles in the following: School
Council (Year 1-6), Eco Council (Y3-6),
Digital Leader (Y4-6), Park Rangers (Y6),
House Captains (Y6), Sports Leaders
(Y6), Art Council (Y1-6), Play Leader (Y5-
6).

School/Eco council and House Captains
follow the democratic system and will
bring home more information as they

will need to share with their classes, the

reasons they believe they could
represent their classes/houses and
anonymous voting will take place. New
leaders will be announced on Friday
19th September. Good luck everyone!

If you do not yet follow Giles
Brook School, you can do so by
clicking:
https: //www.facebook.com/gi
lesbrookschool
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/ Value of the Term \

We teach our children that values
are key principles that guide our
behaviour. We show kindness to

others and expect others to be kind
to us. We show kindness in our
thoughts, words and actions. We
take steps to stop any actions

k which may lead to bullying. j

Reception Baseline Assessments
(RBA)

All children starting Reception classes
in England are assessed using DFE
materials. Please use this link for more
information: Reception baseline
assessment: information for parents -
GOV.UK

CHUMS
CHUMS is a service ‘

that supports children
CHUMS

who are caring, or
pa‘rt of the care, for Emotional Wellbeing Services

someone in their
home.

CHUMS provides advice, counselling
and activities to support the mental
health and wellbeing of young cares
from the age of 5 years old. Please click
on the link for more information and a
self referral if needed.
chums.uk.com/milton-keynes-young-
carers-service/

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR PUPIL PREMIUM?

Parents and carers who receive certain benefits may be eligible for either Pupil
Premium funding or Free School Meals.

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children receive free school meals at no cost to you.
This is a universal entitlement for all infant aged children. By applying for free
school meals for children in these year groups, parents receiving one of the
welfare benefits listed below will be eligible for Pupil Premium funding. This is
extra money for the school, provided by government, to pay for targeted support
for learning.

Year 3 and above children receive free school meals if the parent/carer is receiving
one of the welfare benefits listed below.

You can check if your chld is eligible by clicking:
www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims

Take a moment to check
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Absences from school

Itis the law to attend school.

Poor attendance has a detrimental impact
on pupils learning and over a 5 year period,
a pupil whose attendance is 90% will have
missed half a school year - this is a lot of
education!

‘Persistent absence is classed as anything
under 90%. Parents may now be
prosecuted if their child’s attendance falls
below 90%.

If your child is not attending school for any
reason, you must contact us to inform us
of the reason why.

It is essential you contact school so that
we know your children are safe. Home
visits will be made if we have not heard

from you.

Term time holidays
These will not be authorised. The fine
for school absences across the
country is £80 if paid within 21 days,
£160 if paid within 28 days. Fines per
parent will be capped within any three
year periods. Once this limit has been
reached, other action like a parenting
order will be considered. More
information can be found on our
Attendance Policy on the website

From August 2024, the DfE
introduced new attendance rules.
Please take your time to read this

carefully!
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Celebrating Achievements
At Giles Brook, we love to celebrate the achievements of our children both in and
out of school. If your child has accomplished something special, we would be
delighted to share it in our newsletter, in a school assembly and on our new corridor
display. Please send in a photo along with a short description of their achievement.
This could be anything from performing in a play, a musical grade or a sporting
success, to completing a special project or helping out in the community. It’s always
such a joy to recognise the amazing things our children do every day.
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Exciting News - stay
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GILES BROOK PRIMARY <

We are excited to SCHOOL b
introduce our new stay ? IRPEFES N £
and play sessions for Py
children aged three and

under. These will take

place in our nursery
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and afternoons. SESS'ON

No need to book, just
turn up at the nursery

THIS WEEKS THEME=GIRAFFES CAN'T

door and allow your
child to play whilst you * DANCE
make friends too! 25TH SEPTEMEBR 2025
10-11

AM
50P PER CHILD
REFRES MENTS PROVIPED

Please spread this
message far and wide!
We look forward to
welcoming you and your

little ones soon! F

Congratulations to
Crickets class whose
dattendance this week

was 99%.




YOU ARE INVITED TO SHARE

BREAKFAST WITH A BOOK

Parents and carers are invited to share a special reading session
with their children. Whether it's enjoying a book together, listening
to your child read or reading to them, immerse yourself in the joy
of literacy while savouring a yummy breakfast. Please sign up using
Gateway - sessions will start at 8.55am and last approximately

30 minutes.

Nursery - 21.11.25 (8.30am)
Reception - 14.11.25 (9am)
- Year 1 -25.9.25

> 2 Year 2 -09.10.25
Year 3 -30.9.25

YEAR. Year 4 - 23.9.25
OF

Year 5-16.10.25
Year 6 - 02.10.25

Please note: Due to space we can only accommodate 1 adult per
child and we do ask that no younger siblings attend to enable you
to really enjoy this opportunity with your child at school.

Year 1 Parents Phonics meeting
Just a reminder that there is a meeting for Year 1
parents on Wednesday 17th September 2025 in the O T ONDITIONS OR BRAIN INJURIES
school hall about the teaching and learning of phonics
in Year 1. Staff will also be taking you through new
Year 1 routines such as Google Drive and weekly
homework. We look forward to seeing you.
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Our first top players for this school
year are. 1St - Catherlne K Y6 BeeCh’ *MK Admiral Nurses are dementia specialists available on the second
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their accuracy by over 30% this week: James Y6 Elm and
Arham Y4 Birch!
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September October A

14.9.25 Friends Colour Run

17.9.25 Yrl Phonics parents meeting
(5.30pm)

24.9.25 Friends AGM 6pm

26.9.25 Macmillan coffee afternoon -
school hall

30.9.25 Y2 visit to Oxford Museum

02.10.25 Y4 visit to Cadbury World
06.10.25 Y3 visit The Safety Centre
07.10.25 School photos

10.10.25 Hello Yellow (Mental Health Day)
17.10.25 Show Racism the Red Card Day
20-24.10.25 Scholastic Book Fair

21.10.25 Parents evening 3.30 - 6pm
22.10.25 Y6 visit to ThinkTank Birmingham
23.10.25 Parents evening 3.30 - 7.30pm
24.10.25 School closes for half term.

November

December

04.11.25 School reopens

05.11.25 Y4 optional trip see ‘Mary Poppins’
at MK Theatre

18.11.25 Y5 visit to Bletchley Park

09.12.25 Y3 Pantomime at MK Theatre
09.12.25 Reception Christmas Performace
(2pm and 6pm)

10.12.25 Christmas lunch

18.12.25 Early Years trip to see Stick Man at
The Stables

16.12.25 KS1 Christmas Performance (2pm

?‘: and 6pm)
3 18.12.25 KS2 Carols on the playground
j’ 3 (2.45pm)
0l 19.12.25 School closes for Christmas break
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