
It was fantastic seeing the children’s delight when they discovered we
had new playground markings installed during the Summer holidays,

using funds raised by you and our wonderful Friends Association.
They certainly brighten up the playground! Photos were published on
Facebook on Wednesday. If you do not yet follow Giles Brook School,

you can do so by clicking:
https://www.facebook.com/gilesbrookschool
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It has been a wonderful start to the new school year at Giles Brook! We are excited to welcome our
new Nursery and Reception pupils next week and can’t wait to see them settle into school life. The

classrooms and playground are already full of energy and enthusiasm and we look forward to
watching your children thrive, make progress and enjoy the many exciting opportunities we have

planned for the term ahead. Dates for the coming term are at the end of the newsletter but more will
be added in the coming weeks so please do not forget to check back. We are excited to soon be

launching our ‘Year of Reading’ in the coming weeks, providing more opportunities to share in your
child’s learning too!

We understand that some children bring mobile phones to school, particularly if they are
walking home independently. However, we ask that all phones are switched off at the school

gates. When the children enter the classroom, they must hand their phones in to the teacher to
be locked away in the cupboard until the end of the day. Phones should only be turned on again

once children have left the school premises.
This rule is in place to ensure that learning is not disrupted, to keep all children focused and safe

and to protect the privacy of our school community. 
The Smartphone Free Childhood movement champions delaying children’s access to

smartphones until at least age 14. You can find out more about the concerns around young
children using smartphones here: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/the-issue/problem

‘Watches’ that take photos/videos or are linked to a phone are not permitted in Giles Brook
school as we are sure you will appreciate. We will ask children to leave them in the phone box if

they forget to remove them before the start of day.

Thank you for supporting us in helping to maintain a positive and safe school environment.

Mobile Phones and Smartwatches in School à

https://www.facebook.com/gilesbrookschool
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/the-issue/problem


Music lessons begin next week - you
will have received an email from the
Office to let you know the days that

your child will be having their lesson.
Please can you ‘prod’ your child to
practise, practise, practise as often

as possible - the peripatetic
teachers can really move the

learning on quickly if lots of practise
happens between each specialist

lesson. All instruments brought in to
school are to be taken into the Music

room first thing in the morning.
Thank you.

Parents and carers who receive certain benefits may be eligible for either Pupil
Premium funding or Free School Meals. 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children receive free school meals at no cost to you.
This is a universal entitlement for all infant aged children. By applying for free

school meals for children in these year groups, parents receiving one of the
welfare benefits listed below will be eligible for Pupil Premium funding. This is

extra money for the school, provided by government, to pay for targeted support
for learning.

Year 3 and above children receive free school meals if the parent/carer is receiving
one of the welfare benefits listed below.

You can check if your chld is eligible by clicking:
www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims

Music lessons

A R E  Y O U  E L I G I B L E  F O R  P U P I L  P R E M I U M ?

Take a moment to check

Payment for BC/ASC and Extended
Schools Clubs

Parents can pay for extended school clubs
using childcare vouchers by arranging payment

directly from their provider to Giles Brook
School. Once the payment reaches our bank
account, the amount will be credited to your

child’s account (usually weekly on a Monday). 

If you would like the funds allocated to a
specific club (for example, Sunset Club), please

email the school office on
office@gilesbrook.co.uk, and we will ensure the

funds are applied as instructed. 
Please note that voucher payments can take a

few days to process, so we recommend
arranging them in advance. 

http://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims
http://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims


Communicating with the school office
Thank you to everyone who

communicates with the school office
through the office@gilesbrook.co.uk
email address. As I am sure you can

appreciate we receive a large volume
of emails, so please can we ask you,

when emailing regarding your child to
include their class in all

correspondence. This will help us
direct your query or forward any

information more efficiently. 
Thank you!

School Clubs
Sports clubs run every day of the

school year and if your child attends
a sport club they should be collected

promptly at 4.30pm from the
playground gate. 

We are currently in the process of
organising other after school clubs,

run by school staff and other outside
organisations. These will begin after
half term and more information will

be sent nearer the time.

A reminder that children should
bring a healthy snack to school for

morning break. This could be a
piece of fruit or a cereal

bar/something similar - no crisps or
chocolates please. 

Thank you!

Congratulations to
Birch, Ash, Damselflies

and Crickets class
whose attendance this

week was 100%. 



t

September October

November December

08.9.25   Y4 (Rowan) swimming begins
08.9.25   Peripatetic Music lessons begin
11.9.25   Flu immunisations
14.9.25   Friends Colour Run
17.9.25   Yr1 Phonics parents meeting
(5.30pm)
17.9.25   Friends Social (all welcome) 6pm in
the staff room
24.9.25   Friends AGM 6pm
26.9.25   Macmillan coffee afternoon -
school hall
30.9.25   Y2 visit to Oxford Museum

  

02.10.25  Y4 visit to Cadbury World
06.10.25  Y3 visit The Safety Centre
07.10.25   School photos
10.10.25   Hello Yellow (Mental Health Day)
17.10.25   Show Racism the Red Card Day
21.10.25   Parents evening 3.30 - 6pm
22.10.25   Y6 visit to ThinkTank Birmingham
23.10.25   Parents evening 3.30 - 7.30pm
24.10.25   School closes for half term.

04.11.25   School reopens
05.11.25   Y4 optional trip to MK Theatre
‘Mary Poppins’
18.11.25    Y5 visit to Bletchley Park

  

09.12.25   Y3 Pantomime at MK Theatre
09.12.25   Reception Christmas Performace
(2pm and 6pm)
10.12.25   Christmas lunch
18.12.25   Early Years trip to The Stables
16.12.25   KS1 Christmas Performace (2pm
and 6pm)
18.12.25   KS2 Carols on the playground
(2.45pm)
19.12.25  School closes for Christmas break


