FRIDAY 24TH OCTOBER

Giles Brook School

&,  NEWSLETTER

The first half of the term at Giles Brook has been both busy and rewarding. A huge well done

to our Foundation and Nursery children, who have completed their very first half term with

us! It’s been wonderful to see how quickly they’ve settled in and how much progress they’ve
already made. Their enthusiasm and smiles brighten our school every day.

We’d also like to extend our thanks to all parents and carers who attended the recent parent
consultations. These early meetings provide such valuable opportunities to share how
children are getting on and to set goals for the year ahead. Your continued support at home
— whether through reading together, practising times tables, or helping with spelling — truly
makes a difference to your child’s learning journey.

As we head into the half-term break, we hope you all enjoy a well-deserved rest and some
quality time with family and friends. We look forward to welcoming everyone back, refreshed
and ready for the new half term, on Tuesday 4th November.

Hapoy Diwaul

This week, members of our school Well done to this week’s top players on
community have been celebrating TTRS: 1st - Navya Y3 Oak; 2nd - Teddy Y4
Diwali. Diwali is one of the most birch; 3rd - Sophia Y4 Birch
widely celebrated religious festivals
worldwide; it takes place every year Also a huge well done to the following

between October and November and children who managed to increase their
it commemorates the spiritual accuracy by over 50%: Caleb in Y5 Larch

victory of light over darkness (Diwali and Elliot, Marlowe, Noah and Sophie in Y4
is also known as the ‘festival of Rowan.
light’). Happy Diwali to all of our
families celebrating at this special
timel.

o Congratulations to Elm

w class whose attendasice

this week was a
fabulous 98%.

If you do not yet follow Giles Brook School, you
can do so by clicking:
https: //www.facebook.com/gilesbrookschool



https://www.facebook.com/gilesbrookschool

Congratulations to
Albie in Year 6 who
has been chosen to
represent Luton
Town Football Club
in the 2025/2026
season for the PDC -
| am sure you will
agree that this is an
amazing
achievement!

WINNERK

We want to congratulate all of our pupils
for their hard work and dedication this
term. Your house points are well
deserved! We're thrilled to announce that
David Attenborough House has taken the
lead as the winning house for the first half
of the autumn term. As a special reward,
children in this house are invited to attend
school in their own clothes on Friday 7th
November. Great job, Green House!

We are delighted to share with you that our netball squad came 2nd in the Milton Keynes Netball League!
The year 5s stepped in on Wednesday to compete in the final games while the year 6s were on their school
visit - they played tremendously and showed great commitment to the sport. We are so proud of the
whole squad with this fantastic achievement - well done girls!

Football Tournament - Friday
Last Friday, both our Year 5/6 boys’ and girls’ teams took part in a football tournament. Everyone played
brilliantly, showing great teamwork and determination. The boys had some very close matches, drawing a
few and narrowly losing others, with Zac and Enzo standing out for their excellent play. Meanwhile, our
girls’ team were unstoppable — winning every single game under the superb leadership of Captain Jonesy!

Handball Fixture — Tuesday
On Tuesday, we were due to play a handball fixture against our friends at St Monica’s. Unfortunately, their
coach was unable to attend after an injury, but instead of cancelling, our Year 5/6 boys and girls played a
friendly match against each other. The standard of play was amazing, and it was a real treat to watch!
Special mentions go to David, Oliver, Erin and Riva for their fantastic performances.

MK Football League Finals — Thursday
Thursday saw the grand finale of the Year 5/6 Boys’ MK Football League. Our GB team finished a very
respectable third place overall in the Shield competition — a brilliant achievement after five weeks of hard
work and commitment. A special shout-out to Joshie, who scored a spectacular goal to secure our bronze
medals!
A huge well done and thank you to all the pupils who represented our school so brilliantly this week. Your
effort, sportsmanship and enthusiasm make us all very proud.
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What to do...

We would like the children to
have their photos taken
reading in unusual places,
which we would then like to
display in school. This could
be on a bus, under a tree, at
( a pumpkin patch or at a
holiday destination! We know
the children will enjoy being
creative and we can't wait to
® see what and where they
have been caught reading!
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GET CAUGHT -
READING

How to do it..

Please send in the photos
and ensure that they are no
bigger than A4. They can
be in colour or black &
white. Include your child’s
name and class on the back
of the photo. Include a
short explanation of where
the photo was taken and
why, and what book your
child has been reading.
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. -M" Prizes will be awarded for

the most creative places

to Get Caught Reading.

All entries must be in by
Friday 7th November
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Fantastic Free Children's Events
at MK Indie Book Fair

Saturday 25 October from 10am

Middleton Hall, centre:mk

Milton Keynes MK9 3EP

Free

Age: all events family friendly - see individual workshops for details
All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult

Worried about
a child over half
term?

Report your concerns about the safety and
well-being of a child to the Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) 9am-5pm Mon-
Thurs and 9am-4.30pm on Fri by:
calling 01908 253169 or 01908 253170
emailing children@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Outside these hours contact the
Emergency Social work team on 01908
265545,

Wedding News

We would like to wish our
lower phase leader, Nikki
Kendall, a wonderful time
over half term when she will
be getting married!

Upon her return to school
her new name will be Mr
Nikki McNeil.
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Staffing News

| am pleased to let you know
that Nadiya Hussain will be
joining Crickets Class as our

new Teaching Assistant in the
mornings. Nadiya is new to
our school and very excited
to begin her journey at Giles
Brook. | am sure you will join
me in welcoming her to our

school.
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" LANGUAGE LEARNING:
MADE SIMPLE

OS]0

- Completely safe, ad-free and designed by the
specialists at Language Angels for children to learn
and play independently in a way parents can trust. )

% It's not just fun, it's effective
- from first word to fluency.
% The more you play, the more you learn!
% Boosts memory, creativity & communication.

‘:.

HOW TO GET AN ENTIRE YEAR’S
SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST £1.99:

—__ 1.Register a new (=]l
oy account
2.Go to ‘Settings’ :
?
3Tap LAOFR25 ~ QNMOBLE?

‘Mary Poppins’ at Milton Keynes Theatre - Wed
5 Nov 2025
We have a couple of tickets remaining for Mary
Poppins at Milton Keynes Theatre. These will
be made available to Year 5 on School Gateway
this Monday at 10.00am.


http://glurbs.com/
http://glurbs.com/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/miltonkeynesliteraryfestival/1903301

MATTERS.

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

Class attendance for Autumn 1

Ladybirds - 97.3%
Butterflies - 96.6%
Grasshoppers - 96.4%
Crickets - 97.6%
Damselflies - 95.7%
Dragonflies - 98.7%
Oak - 95.2%
Ash - 97%
Rowan - 96.9%
Birch - 97.5%
Willow - 97.3%
Larch - 96.5%
Beech - 97%

Childcare Vouchers for paying for Sports,
Sunset, Breakfast Clubs and Nursery
Lunches

Parents who wish to use childcare
vouchers or Government Tax-Free
Childcare payments should ensure that
these are allocated to Giles Brook School.
These payments can be used to cover
costs for breakfast club, after-school club,
sports clubs, and nursery lunches.

Once the payment has been received into
the school’s bank account, it will be
credited to your child’s account, which
usually takes place weekly on a Monday.
Please allow up to one week for the
payment to appear in the school’s account
and be processed accordingly.

If you wish it to be spread across several
accounts in Gateway, please email
office@gilesbrookschool.co.uk with how
you would like the funds allocated.

Absences from school

It is the law to attend school.

Poor attendance has a detrimental impact
on pupils learning and over a 5 year period,
a pupil whose attendance is 90% will have
missed half a school year - this is a lot of
education!

‘Persistent absence is classed as
anything under 90%. Parents may
now be prosecuted if their child’s

attendance falls below 90%.

You will have recieved a letter today if your
child’s attendance is below 95%. We know
that non-attendance percentages may
seem quite high as we have only had 8
weeks in school, but it is important you
keep a track of absences. Thank you for
your continued support.

Impact on attainment

compared to

i[i'i Book Fair

MSCHOLASTIC Payments

Book Fair

Thank you to everyone who attended and
bought books from the Book Fair. If you opted
to pay on School Gateway due to our card
reader difficulties, please log on to payments
on your Gateway account where you can now
pay what is owing. We cannot transfer money
from existing balances as this money goes into
a different account. Thank you.
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November

December

04.11.25 School reopens

05.11.25 Y4 optional trip see ‘Mary
Poppins’ at MK Theatre

17.11.25 Friends movie night
18.11.25 Y5 visit to Bletchley Park

09.12.25 Y3 Pantomime at MK Theatre
09.12.25 Reception Christmas
Performace (2pm and 6pm)

10.12.25 Christmas lunch

11.12.25 Reception singing at Shenley
Retirement Village

11.12.25-12.12.25 Christmas shop
16.12.25 KS1 Christmas Performance
(2pm and 6pm)

18.12.25 Early Years trip to see Stick
Man at The Stables

18.12.25 KS2 Carols on the playground
(2.45pm)

19.12.25 School closes for Christmas
break
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school

organiser

We are super excited to let you know
that our Year 5 residential trip to
Swanage last year, has featured in the
School Travel Organiser magazine! A
massive thanks to one of our parents,
Rob Yandell, for organisng this. If you
would like to take a look, please click on
the following links:

School Travel Magazine Article - Giles
Brook School

Dorset Delivers - Case$tudy

¥


https://emag.schooltravelorganiser.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=a4b09d92-23e7-4060-bcb9-e826490919cb&pnum=44
https://emag.schooltravelorganiser.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=a4b09d92-23e7-4060-bcb9-e826490919cb&pnum=44
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lsy7x9ccuuiei8dk7hghu/Case-Study-Swanage-STO-Sept-Oct-2025.pdf?rlkey=mhp5xnispdpfpxie3h9i0biph&e=1&dl=0

