FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 2026

Giles Brook School

NEWSLETTER

MK Music Service & MK Music Co-operative

Brass and Woodwind Instrumental Festival 2026

Giles Brok (A)
6 March 2026
Adjudicator - Peter Smalley
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Music Festivals
A huge thank you to parents and children who took part in the music festivals this week. They
did us all very proud - the competition this year was of a really high standard. A special mention
to Kiswah and Eva who were presented with an additional certificate for ‘Presentation’ as well as

A huge thank you to all the parents who contributed to our World Book Day festivities by
crafting amazing costumes for the children. They looked absolutely fantastic! Our book week
concluded today with a spectacular performance of *The Wizard of Oz*!



https://www.mkfm.com/news/local-news/milton-keynes-sub-aqua-club-cleans-up-at-the-blue-lagoon/

This year we are participating in ‘The Great Big School Clean’.
—d KEEp This takes place between Friday 13th March - Sunday 29th

' BR'TAI N March. We have pledged to pick enough litter to fill 10 black

TIDY sacks, however to achieve this, we really need your help!
[ ]

On Thursday 19th March and Thursday 26th March, from 3:15-4:15pm, the Eco-Council will be
out and about in our local area litter picking. If anyone is free to accompany Mrs Heather and the
team it would be hugely appreciated. If your child attends the school but is not part of the Eco-

Council, they are very welcome to come along with you too!

We are also offering the opportunity for families to ‘borrow’ our litter pickers and hoops, we will
also provide the black sack! This would be on a daily basis where you would borrow the items for
an evening and return them the following morning ready for another family to borrow that
evening. If you wish to participate with this, please speak to Mrs Heather or drop an email to the
office so that we are able to accommodate as best as we can on the evenings that you are free.

Many thanks for your support.
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Gabriel in Year 6 is a member of the
Milton Keynes Sub Aqua Club- MKSAC. He
successfully completed his snorkel dive
course and is currently on his way to Ramadan

achieve his Discovery Diver certification. . _
Ramadan is underway for our Muslim

community. We will be providing a
quiet room where children can spend
some time reflecting should they wish.
If your child will be fasting during this
period, please can you speak to your
child’s class teacher. Thank you.

A few weeks ago Gabriel joined the other
members of the club to do some litter
picking. This has been picked up by MKFM
News https://www.mkfm.com/news/local-
news/milton-keynes-sub-aqua-club-
cleans-up-at-the-blue-lagoon/#

You may be able to spot Gabriel holding &
peering over the flag &

Wishing all of our families celebrating
Ramadan a peaceful and blessed month.
Ramadan Mubarak
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Well done to our top players of the
week: 1st - Youta Y3 Ash; 2nd -
Catherine Y6 Beech; 3rd - Robert Y4

Rowan.
Toy Car donations wanted!
Also, well done to the following If anyone has any old toy cars they no
children for improving their accuracy longer need, we would love to taken
by over 40% this week: Hope, Oliver them off your hands. The children
and Isla-Mae all in Y3 Ash. love playing with them at break and

lunchtimes! That you.



SPOTLIGHT ON ATTENDANCE

| know | sometimes sound like a broken record, but | must stress the importance of good
attendance—not only for your child to achieve strong outcomes by the end of Key Stage 2 and
be secondary school ready, but also for their friendships and overall well-being..

The DfE (Department for Education) has now given each school an Attendance Baseline
Improvement Expectation (ABIE). Ours is to reach at least 96.6% overall, which is the minimum
expectations for the whole year. Last year we were at 96.3%. The report given to us states: ‘If
your school meets or exceeds this ABIE, your pupils will gain at least 188 extra school days,
compared to last year’

At Giles Brook, every child is a valued member of our school family. We love having your
children here with us each day and we are committed to providing a safe, nurturing and inspiring
environment where they can learn, grow and thrive.

Year Group Last week | This week .
Need some support?
Ladybirds 97% 100% We understand that sometimes getting your
child to school every day can be challenging.
Butterflies 96.2% 99% Please know that you are not alone. We are
here to support you and your family in any
Grasshoppers | 97.8% 98.7% way we can. If you are finding it difficult to
ensure regular attendance, please reach out
Crickets 100% 99.6% to US.
i [0) [0)
DRGSR 92.1% 96.1% Together, we can work to overcome any
Dragonflies 98.23% 99 6% barriers and make sure your child feels
' ' happy, confident and eager to come to
Oak 98.7% 100% school.
Ash 97.3% 98.7% Every week from now on, we will be sharing
the year group figures for attendance. The
Rowan 96.7% 96.3% year group with the most improved
attendance each term, will recieve an extra
Birch 97% 97.3% 10 minutes playtime which we know the
children all love!
Willow 100% 99%
Larch 97.3% 98.7% Attendance has been fabulous since we
returned after half term. Thank you for
Beech 94.2% 96.1% your support!
El 95.7% 95%
m ° ° Current whole school attendance rate = 96.3%




Sports Round up!

It has been a very busy and successful week for sport at Giles Brook, with many of our children
proudly representing the school across a range of events.

Last Friday, our Year 3/4 team took part in a tag rugby event. The children represented the school
brilliantly, not only through their performances but also through their excellent behaviour and
teamwork. The games were played using a variation of tag rugby and we were delighted to win all of
our matches. Special mentions go to Elsie and Isaac for their fantastic runs and brilliant tagging skills.

On Tuesday, the Year 5/6 Hockey League began. We played two matches and, although we were
unable to secure a win this time, the team played fantastically and showed great determination and
team spirit throughout. Well done to all the children involved, with particular praise for Rafferty and

Riley, who did a wonderful job leading the team.

Wednesday was another busy day, with both our Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 teams taking part in the MK
Gymnastics event. The competition was very strong, but all of the children performed brilliantly. Our
Year 5/6 team achieved an excellent 5th place out of 20 schools, which is a fantastic achievement.

Thursday saw the start of the MK Schools Girls’ Football League. The team played three matches,
winning two and drawing one. Catherine’s impressive long throw-ins helped set up two of our goals,
and the team, led superbly by Captain Rosie, should be extremely proud of their efforts.

A huge well done to all of the children who represented Giles Brook this week.
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Holi marks the arrival of spring for our Hindu
and Sikh community. It is usually celebrated
in March (this year the 4th March) and is also

known as The Festival of Colours.

Some families hold religious ceremonies, but
for many, Holi is more a time for fun. It's a
colourful festival, with dancing, singing and
throwing of Holi colours and coloured water.
We hope our Hindu and Sikh families had lots

of fun!
i Please read this message from
rwe & our uniform supplier - thank
SCHOOLWEAR SINCE 1959 you.

I’m delighted to inform you that our standard brochure prices will remain unchanged for
2026, however an item(s) you have ordered in the past is either below our standard price or
not from our standard range and you may therefore see a price increase on this item. We
will keep any increase to a minimum.

We recognise the financial pressures many parents and carers are facing, and despite
increases to the Living Wage and National Insurance, we are able to absorb these costs
whilst maintaining the high-quality standards we are known for.

I am happy to confirm that our delivery charge for online and school customers will stay the
same. We will continue to offer parents/carers FREE returns, FREE delivery to school
(where accepted), and FREE delivery on orders over £65.

Our new parent online platform now includes Klarna, giving parents and carers the option to
spread payments over three months. We’ve also added Apple Pay and Google Pay to make
checkout even easier. In addition, parents can now order for multiple schools in a single
transaction, saving both time and money.



SPRING TERM

March

9.3.26 Careers Day

10.3.26 Year 1visit MK Museum

10.3.26 Ladybirds visit Westcroft Library

13.3.26 Science Day

16.3.26 Year1&2 visit to The Stables (The Storm Whale)
20.3.26 Silverstone Outreach programme for Years 5 & 6
20.3.26 Red Nose Day

23.3.26 Bikeability begins

24326 Foundation visit Mead Open Farm

25326 Swanage residential information parents meeting, 5.45pm
27.3.26 School closes for Easter break

Date for your diary!

SATs week this year for Year 6 is the week beginning Monday 11th May. Please note that
for our lovely Year 6 children, no leave should be requested this week.
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