
Art Knowledge Organiser - Patterns in Nature; Natural Collage

I already know:
1) How to mix and create background colour washing
2) How to create/build collages, based on simple drawing, using papers and materials 
3) The difference between 2D and 3D forms

Unit Overview:

In this art unit, Patterns in Nature,  
we’ll explore how patterns in the 
natural world inspire art . The 
children will study the work of 
William Morris , Andy Goldsworthy , 
and traditional Chinese block 
printing to see how artists use 
shape , line , and colour .

Children create temporary collages  
using natural materials and explore 
weaving with found objects. They 
develop line control  through 
observational drawing  and 
experiment  with printing using 
boxes to create repeating patterns.  
The children will learn to blend  
colours for backgrounds and practise 
printing within outlines,  building 
control  and confidence in a range of 
creative techniques.

Traditional Chinese Block 
Printing 

Year 2: Unit 5

Key Skills:
-To develop observational and creative skills by creating natural collages, weaving with found 
materials, and improving line control in detailed drawings.
-Explore and apply printing techniques by experimenting with shapes and patterns, blending 
colours for backgrounds, and printing accurately within outlines.

William Morris  

Key Artists:
*William Morris  
*Andy Goldsworthy

Andy Goldsworthy 

Key Vocabulary
William 
Morris

An artist who made 
repeating patterns using 
nature, designing 
wallpaper and fabric with 
flowers, leaves, and 
shapes.

Pattern A design that repeats

Repeat To do something again 
and again

Outline The edge or border of a 
shape

Natural
materials

Materials found in nature, 
not made by humans

Design A plan or pattern for 
artwork

Background The back part of a picture

Items in Nature


