
Art Knowledge Organiser - Block Printing & Collage: Mountain Ranges

I already know:

1) How to use string roller prints to create a continuous pattern (extend to 
fabric)
2) How to blend two or more colours when taking a print 
3) How to layer skills, including using made textured papers

Key Vocabulary
Romare Bearden An African-American artist and 

writer, known for his collages and 
photomontages - a technique he 
began to experiment with in 1950s

Monoprinting "Mono" (meaning one), each print 
is unique and can't be exactly 
copied,

Motif A simple image or pattern used in 
a design

Foreground The part of a picture that appears 
closest to the viewer

Middle ground The area between the foreground 
and background

Background The part of a picture that appears 
furthest away

Cross hatching Drawing with intersecting sets of 
parallel lines to show tone

Unit Overview:

In this creative unit, Year 5 children will 
explore the theme of mountains through 
drawing, painting, and printing. 

They will learn to create depth using 
foreground, middle ground, and background, 
and apply techniques such as cross hatching, 
pointillism, and side strokes on painted 
backgrounds. 

Children will develop their watercolour skills, 
experimenting with washes, blending, and fine 
brush marks. They will design 
mountain-inspired motifs, create polystyrene 
printing blocks, and explore relief and 
monoprinting techniques. The unit will 
conclude with a final mixed-media artwork 
combining all skills, celebrating their 
creativity.

Karthik Prabhu 

Year 5: Unit 1

Key Skills:
*Design and carve polystyrene printing blocks  for use in relief printing with rollers and ink.

Explore monoprinting techniques  to create single, expressive prints.
Create and develop motifs  inspired by mountains for use in repeated or layered prints.
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