FRIDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

Giles Brook School

7> NEWSLETTER

Welcome to our Reception and Nursery families!
It’s lovely to welcome our new Reception and Nursery children and their families to Giles Brook. We hope you’re
beginning to feel at home as part of our school community.

The start of school is such an exciting milestone, and it has been wonderful to see the children coming through
the doors with growing confidence. They have already been busy getting to know their new surroundings,
making friends and becoming familiar with their routines. Over the coming weeks, our fantastic Early Years Team
will be sharing lots of exciting learning experiences and opportunities with the children. There will be plenty of
exploring, creating, playing and learning along the way!

We’re looking forward to getting to know all of our new families and watching the children flourish as they begin
their Giles Brook journey. Welcome to our school family — we’re so pleased to have you with us!

/ Mobile Phones and Smartwatches in School § \

We understand that some children bring mobile phones to school, particularly if they are
walking home independently. However, we ask that all phones are switched off at the school
gates. When the children enter the classroom, they must hand their phones in to the teacher to
be locked away in the cupboard until the end of the day. Phones should only be turned on again
once children have left the school premises.

This rule is in place to ensure that learning is not disrupted, to keep all children focused and safe
and to protect the privacy of our school community.

The Smartphone Free Childhood movement champions delaying children’s access to
smartphones until at least age 14. You can find out more about the concerns around young
children using smartphones here: https:/www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/the-issue/problem

‘Watches’ that take photos/videos or are linked to a phone are not permitted in Giles Brook
school as we are sure you will appreciate. We will ask children to leave them in the phone box if
they forget to remove them before the start of day.

A copy of our Mobile Phone Policy is available on our website. Thank you for supporting us in
helping to maintain a positive and safe school environment.

Wraparound Care

We are looking forward to welcoming children into our breakfast clubs and afterschool
clubs. If your child has not attended the clubs before you will need to complete a
registration form which can be found on our website on the link below. Children should be
collected from all sports clubs from the school gate at 4.30pm.

\ https://www.gilesbrook.co.uk/parents/wraparound-care/ /



https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/the-issue/problem
https://www.gilesbrook.co.uk/parents/wraparound-care/
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Year Group Last week | This week
Ladybirds 100%
Butterflies 95.45%
Grasshoppers | 87.50% 97.00%
Crickets 96.67% 98.67%
Damselflies 96.30% 99.62%
Dragonflies 100% 98.75%
Oak 93.33% 100%
Ash 100% 99.31%
Rowan 93.33% 98.33%
Birch 96.55% 100%
Willow 95.00% 93.67%
Larch 98.33% 97.67%
Beech 96.67% 98.33%
Elm 94.83% 100%

Big congratulations to four classes

this week for achieving 100%!!
Thank you everyone for supporting
good attendance :-)
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Thank you for your support! ()
-

A registered charity

If there are any bakers out there who would be
willing to contribute cakes to sell, we would really
appreciate it. Our cake sales always go down a
treat!

School Lunches

We are aware that some people have

been having difficulties booking school
lunches. Unfortunately this is as a

result of a glitch on Parent Pay and

Chartwells are currently liaising with
Parentpay to rectify this. We apologise

for any inconvenience caused.



From Morning Mayhem to Making Progress!
We know that getting everyone dressed, fed, organised and out of the door can

sometimes feel like an extreme sport! &

But getting children into school every day really

matters. Regular attendance helps children learn, build friendships, develop confidence

and make the most of every opportunity. The DfE is clear that good attendance is

important for children’s success — so keep going, even on those “where is my other
shoe?” mornings! s,

Absences from school

We know that sometimes children can’t
attend school and there will always be
occasions when they are genuinely unwell
or there are exceptional circumstances.
However, regular school attendance is
really important and, under the law,
children of school age are expected to
attend school regularly.

Good attendance gives children the best
chance to keep up with their learning,
enjoy time with their friends and make the
most of everything school has to offer. To
put it into perspective, 90% attendance
may sound like a good score, but over five
years it could mean missing around half a
school year of education — that’s a lot of
learning and school experiences missed!

If your child is going to be absent for any
reason, please let us know as soon as
possible and explain why. This is really
important because it helps us to know that
your child is safe and allows us to support
you if there are any difficulties affecting
their attendance.

If we haven’t heard from you, we may need
to make a home visit to check that your
child is safe and well. Working together, we
can help your child achieve the best
possible attendance and make every
school day count!
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Rocksteady
If your child is part of the Rocksteady
music sessions please be aware that
the tuition is changing from a
Wednesday to a Friday as of next week.
The Rocksteady company has sent all
parents an email to share this
information.

Pupil Voice
Your child’s ideas and views about
school life are very important to us. If
your child has shown interest in
becoming a pupil leader, they would
have already brought back some
information explaining how they can
put themselves forward. The leaders
will be announced next Friday during
assembly.

Value of the Term

We teach our children that values
are key principles that guide our
behaviour. We show kindness to

others and expect others to be kind
to us. We show kindness in our
thoughts, words and actions. We
take steps to stop any actions
which may lead to bullying.

We shared a wonderful video in
assembly on Monday to
demonstrate how one kind act can
spread further kindness. If you
would like to share it withyour
child, you can find it here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nwAYpLVyeFU

/ & Fidget/focus Toys, Squidgies & Comfort Items \

We have noticed an increasing number of children bringing fidget toys, squidgies,
comfort toys and similar items into school. While we understand that these items
can be comforting or enjoyable for children, they can sometimes become a
distraction during lessons and can also cause upset if they are lost, damaged or
broken.

To help children stay focused and to avoid unnecessary worry or upset, these items
will no longer be permitted in school unless permission has been given by the
child’s class teacher.

We appreciate that some children may have particular sensory or emotional needs
where a focus tool is helpful. We have a range of them in school if you feel your
child needs to have one. Please speak to their class teacher or our SENDCo, Mrs

Sarah Cowper, so that we can discuss how best to support them.

Thank you for your support in helping us to create a calm, focused and happy
\ learning environment for everyone. /



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU
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Mlto n Keynes RUFC

youthchair@mkrufc.com Bowland Drive Emerson Valley

Milton Keynes MK4 2DN

| GIRLS AND BOYS OF ALL ABILITIES WELCOME! «
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JOIN MILTON KEYNES
HOCKEY CLUB JUNIORS

Looking for a fun sport to make friends,
build teamwork skills and confidence?

p&i“"“
oo Come down to

Junior Field Hockey Training

w every Sunday 10-11:30 am
o :

From 6" Sept

Contact our Junior Co-ordinator James
jpsmecconnell@gmail.com
for more information

THE PAVILLION,
WOUGHTON ON THE GREEN,
MILTON KEYNES,

MK6 3EA

If you know of an event
or club that you would
like to share with our
community, send it over
and we will include it in
our newsletter
wherever possible!
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September October

07.9.26 Y4 swimming begins

07.9.26 Peripatetic Music lessons begin
16.9.26 Year 1 phonics meeting in the hall
at5.30pm

17.9.26 Flu vaccinations

23.9.26 Reception Parents phonics meeting
in the hall at 5.30pm

25.9.26 Macmillan cake sale

29.9.26 School photos

30.9.26 Friends AGM 6pm

05.10.26 Y3 visit The Safety Centre
0610.26 Y2 visit Oxford Museum
09.10.26 Hello Yellow (Mental Health Day)
12.10.26 Yr 6 visit Think Tank Birmingham
16.10.26 Y4 visit Cadbury’s World
19-23.10.26 Scholastic Book Fair

20.10.26 Parents evening (Time TBC)
22.10.26 Parents evening (Time TBC)
23.10.26 School closes for half term.

November

December

03.11.26 School reopens

06.11.26 Diwali Day

11.11.26 Y5 visit to Bletchley Park
19.11.26 Flu vaccinations (catch up)

08.12.26 Reception Christmas Performance
at2pm & 6pm

09.12.26 Christmas lunch

10.12.26 Y3 Pantomime at MK Theatre
15.12.26 KS1(Yrs1 & 2) Christmas
Performance at 2pm & 6pm

16.12.26 Early Years trip to The Stables
18.12.26 School closes for Christmas break
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